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Objective

Adopt an OCP specification where indicators are clearly visible, consistent, 

accommodate color-blind data center personnel, only communicate actionable 

information, and do not conflict with other diagnostic tools.
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Guiding principals

Indicators should:

1. Be consistent – common symbols, LED colors, intensity, message

2. Have a purpose – must provide actionable information

3. Be simple – no decoder ring necessary

4. Never conflict with indicators on other products
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Indicator colors
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Indicator intensity
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Indicator intensity – view angle

• +/-40 degree view angle horizontally and vertically

• +/- 25% luminosity intensity within this range

• +/- 55 degree view angle whenever possible

• Indicator cross-talk should not cause an increase of 

more than 20 Cd/m^2 in adjacent indicators
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Indicator behaviors

Indicators should be constrained to the following three behaviors:

OFF

ON (steady on)

BLINK (1 Hz rate – 0.5s on, 0.5s off)
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Indicator placement

• Indicators should be visible on the front or rear panel of a system 

when viewing the panel from a perpendicular direction

• Indicators should always be surrounded by a panel to reduce 

background visual noise and provide a location for printed legends 

• Indicator pairs must be arranged as: blue-left/amber-right, or blue-

above/amber-below
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Indicator nomenclature

• Where possible, all indicators should be identified with a legend that is adjacent to the indicator

• Text should be in black Arial condensed bold font with a minimum of 2.5mm font size
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Indicator states
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